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Editorial

Redistricting

MARCH 15, 2012

State Assembly and Senate leaders brushed aside complaints by St. Lawrence County leaders, local officials statewide and good-government groups about the unfairness of their proposed legislative district maps drawn to gain partisan advantage. The latest maps drawn every 10 years to reflect population shifts in the state and nation let stand the Legislature’s plan to carve up St. Lawrence County into four Assembly seats and three Senate districts. It leaves county residents in the minority: they could see their interests lose out to far-flung, more populous corners of the several districts. As one county official so well described it, the county has been “artfully filleted out of the political process.”

It was sacrificed to let Republicans create the extra upstate Senate district to give them another one-vote edge in exchange for Democrats gaining another seat in the Assembly. They did so by manipulating the permissible population deviation among districts to create underpopulated northern districts.

The Legislature will also let stand the boundaries of a federal judge’s proposed 12-county congressional district representing Northern New York to supersede the Legislature’s draft. The Legislature has been incapable of acting in a timely manner to meet an election calendar also set by the court.

Even the threat of a gubernatorial veto could not move the Legislature. Now, though, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo appears ready to retreat from his veto threat. In recent comments he has signalled a willingness to accept the gerrymandered districts in exchange for a constitutional amendment that would put redistricting in the hands of an independent commission. That would have to be approved by the voters after two successive legislatures supported it, and it would not be implemented until after the 2020 Census. That plan fails to solve the problem today.

It is incumbent on Gov. Cuomo to veto the legislative plan and turn redistricting over to a federal judge. A possible solution 10 years from now does not justify 10 years of misrepresentation.

Watertown Daily Times  Page 1 of 1

[image: image1.png]